coast of Japan, a disaster that continues to be analyzed by many people around the world, from different perspectives. There are important lessons to be learned as Japan faces critical decisions not only about rebuilding but also in planning for the nation's future energy needs-lessons that are also relevant to many other countries.
A statement issued in October 2011 by the Science and Technology in Society forum, of which I am founder and chairman, said that "Any future energy supply should include a wide range of options that adhere to the best standards of safety and environmental and social compatibility and are available at competitive prices. Different countries may choose different paths to an energy-secure future. Nuclear energy will continue to play a signifi cant role for the foreseeable future." Development of alternative renewable energy sourcessolar, wind, biomass, and others-should be encouraged, but these should be combined with nuclear power to meet future energy needs. The global energy supply must respond to concerns about global climate change, and from the perspective of environmental preservation, nuclear power makes sense. Two hundred years ago, no one believed that powered fl ight was possible. About 100 years ago, the Wright brothers successfully fl ew the fi rst aircraft. Today, fl ying is safe, ordinary, and indispensable, and few view it as hazardous. This is an example of what science and technology can achieve. 
